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the interests of the mercantile marine, there was some solicitude
felt by the hoards of trade, chambers of commerce, pilot com-
missioners and pilot associations of the larger cities to secure
a chairman whose professional life would bring about a closer
sympathy with the wants of the great seafaring community, and
a better appreciation of difficulties in the way of navigation.
This anxiety took the form of petitions to the Secretary of the
Treasury from these bodies, and this only became known to the
new member after his arrival in "Washington to report for duty
as directed by the Secretary of the Navy. Beyond a letter to
his friend, Brigadier General John M. Wilson, one of the army
members of the board who had been promoted to be chief of
engineers of the army, no personal part had been taken. In
that letter a frank statement was made of the new member's
desire to be chairman of the board, and the hope was expressed
that the new duties of General Wilson's office might be found
too full of cares to justify him in assuming those of the Light-
house Board in addition.

General Wilson replied at once, in a most cordial note, stat-
ing, in effect, that he would be unable and unwilling to under-
take the responsibilities of the two posts of duty; that he had
only remained on the Lighthouse Board after his promotion that
he might have the pleasure of casting his vote and that of the
army members for the new member as chairman; that done he
had intended to ask to be relieved from duty with the Lighthouse
Board. This was quite like that manly, frank and excellent
officer, who, throughout his long and meritorious career, has been
a distinguished soldier.

At the first meeting of the board, after the new member had
reported, General Wilson proposed him for chairman in a few
gracefully expressed words, and requested his unanimous elec-
tion. This was adopted and so recorded in the minutes of the
lighthouse establishment. Secretary Gage then conducted the
new chairman to his seat, congratulated him, and withdrew.

The duties of the board embraced the entire coast of the
United States and its navigable waterways, which were divided
into sixteen different lighthouse districts. To comprehend the
needs of each one, and to be able to decide upon applications from
the maritime world for new aids to navigation whenever made, from theto
